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application in a particular situation 
would not be in the Government’s in-
terest. Any request for waiver must be 
in writing, shall set forth the extent of 
the conflict, and requires approval by 
the agency head or a designee. Agency 
heads shall not delegate waiver author-
ity below the level of head of a con-
tracting activity. 

9.504 Contracting officer responsibil-
ities. 

(a) Using the general rules, proce-
dures, and examples in this subpart, 
contracting officers shall analyze 
planned acquisitions in order to— 

(1) Identify and evaluate potential or-
ganizational conflicts of interest as 
early in the acquisition process as pos-
sible; and 

(2) Avoid, neutralize, or mitigate sig-
nificant potential conflicts before con-
tract award. 

(b) Contracting officers should obtain 
the advice of counsel and the assist-
ance of appropriate technical special-
ists in evaluating potential conflicts 
and in developing any necessary solici-
tation provisions and contract clauses 
(see 9.506). 

(c) Before issuing a solicitation for a 
contract that may involve a significant 
potential conflict, the contracting offi-
cer shall recommend to the head of the 
contracting activity a course of action 
for resolving the conflict (see 9.506). 

(d) In fulfilling their responsibilities 
for identifying and resolving potential 
conflicts, contracting officers should 
avoid creating unnecessary delays, bur-
densome information requirements, 
and excessive documentation. The con-
tracting officer’s judgment need be for-
mally documented only when a sub-
stantive issue concerning potential or-
ganizational conflict of interest exists. 

(e) The contracting officer shall 
award the contract to the apparent 
successful offeror unless a conflict of 
interest is determined to exist that 
cannot be avoided or mitigated. Before 
determining to withhold award based 
on conflict of interest considerations, 
the contracting officer shall notify the 
contractor, provide the reasons there-
for, and allow the contractor a reason-
able opportunity to respond. If the con-
tracting officer finds that it is in the 
best interest of the United States to 

award the contract notwithstanding a 
conflict of interest, a request for waiv-
er shall be submitted in accordance 
with 9.503. The waiver request and deci-
sion shall be included in the contract 
file. 

[48 FR 42142, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 55 
FR 42686, Oct. 22, 1990; 56 FR 55377, Oct. 25, 
1991] 

9.505 General rules. 

The general rules in 9.505–1 through 
9.505–4 prescribe limitations on con-
tracting as the means of avoiding, neu-
tralizing, or mitigating organizational 
conflicts of interest that might other-
wise exist in the stated situations. 
Some illustrative examples are pro-
vided in 9.508. Conflicts may arise in 
situations not expressly covered in this 
section 9.505 or in the examples in 9.508. 
Each individual contracting situation 
should be examined on the basis of its 
particular facts and the nature of the 
proposed contract. The exercise of 
common sense, good judgment, and 
sound discretion is required in both the 
decision on whether a significant po-
tential conflict exists and, if it does, 
the development of an appropriate 
means for resolving it. The two under-
lying principles are— 

(a) Preventing the existence of con-
flicting roles that might bias a con-
tractor’s judgment; and 

(b) Preventing unfair competitive ad-
vantage. In addition to the other situa-
tions described in this subpart, an un-
fair competitive advantage exists 
where a contractor competing for 
award for any Federal contract pos-
sesses— 

(1) Proprietary information that was 
obtained from a Government official 
without proper authorization; or 

(2) Source selection information (as 
defined in 2.101) that is relevant to the 
contract but is not available to all 
competitors, and such information 
would assist that contractor in obtain-
ing the contract. 

[48 FR 42142, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 55 
FR 42686, Oct. 22, 1990; 56 FR 55377, Oct. 25, 
1991; 62 FR 232, Jan. 2, 1997; 64 FR 32748, June 
17, 1999; 67 FR 13063, Mar. 20, 2002] 
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